	For more information on best practices for planning and preparing for global experiences visit 
united-church.ca and search for “People in Partnership” and “Safe Spaces in a Global Context” 
Questions? E-mail pip@united-church.ca.
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Taking Safety and Security Seriously 
Best Practices for Leaders of Global Learning Experiences
1. Work with an in-country host who will use in-depth knowledge and expertise of local security situations to inform planning. Stay in touch and be ready to adjust in-country plans accordingly.
2. Through partner connections, Government of Canada travel advisories and other sources, monitor, evaluate, and assess the security situation before departure and during the program.
3. Register the group with the Government of Canada through the Registration of Canadians abroad service and ensure trip leaders have this contact information.
4. Ensure all participants have emergency medical insurance, and encourage all to consult a travel medical professional before departure and be up to date on vaccinations.
5. Be ready to cancel, modify, or interrupt the program due to developing security or health situations on the ground.
6. The decision to participate in a global learning experience is a personal and informed choice. Be transparent and open about the risks and also the strategies (many included here) being taken to mitigate risk. Ask participants to sign a Release Waiver (see sample).
7. Brief participants before departure and during their on-site orientation on necessary safety and security measures.  You may wish to modify the Sample Safety and Security Responsibilities provided and share with participants. In addition to host guidelines, there are some helpful guidelines in the United Church Code of Conduct for Volunteers, including reference to the global Potential for Sexual Exploitation and Abuse reporting process.
8. [bookmark: _Hlk120527961]Have a point person here in Canada who can relay information to participant emergency contacts on behalf of the group and can relay information to participants through the trip leaders from home contacts in emergency situations. Provide this point person’s contact information to participant emergency contacts.
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