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Order of Worship Advent 4C
Making Space for the Grace of Love

Written by Rev. Dr. Kathleen James-Cavan

God Gathers Us

Welcome to Worship
Leader (once, facing congregation): God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, we welcome you here.
Congregational response (signing or speaking and physically turning bodies or heads: once to the left, once to the front, once to the right): Welcome, God, Jesus, Holy Spirit! (x3) 
[bookmark: _Hlk176356773]
ASL for Welcome 
ASL for God
ASL for Jesus
ASL for Holy Spirit

Land Acknowledgement 

Life and Work of the Church 

Candle-lighting as Call to Worship
A: As we light the candles hope, peace, and joy today, 
B: we reflect on these good gifts from God, for us. (Pause while the first three candles are lit, ending with the pink candle for Joy).
A: As we now light the candle of love,
B: we make space for the grace of love. (Light the fourth candle)
A: Love abolishes ableism and prejudice
B: and lifts up the lowly.
Many: Let us share God’s love for all.

Advent Candle-Lighting Hymn
“As We Light This Candle”[footnoteRef:1] © Lisa Waites, 2024 [1:  This Sunday, the first four verses (and chorus) are sung, ending with verse four; to help reinforce the melody and rhythms, the accompanist could play through this hymn during the musical prelude. Additionally, the worship leader and/or choir could sing the first two verses, and then have the congregation join in singing verses three and four (format: vs 1, ch, vs 2, ch, vs 3, ch, vs 4). The sheet music for “As We Light This Candle” is available on the Advent Unwrapped webpage. Permission is hereby granted for non-commercial use (live worship services and online streaming/recording of worship) in United Church of Canada congregations throughout Advent 2024, but please do report all use of the hymn to OneLicense. For ethical future use of this hymn in 2025 and beyond, please contact the composer at lisa.waites1@gmail.com 
] 




Passing the Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you all! 
And also with you. 
Please rise in body or spirit; you are invited to share the peace of Christ with those nearest to you, using a word, sign, or gesture of peace as we prepare to sing our opening hymn together:[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  The musical accompanist could quietly play a verse or two of the opening hymn while the people are Passing the Peace, thereby helping the congregation to become familiar with the melody and rhythms before singing aloud. ] 


Verbal: “Peace be with you” or the shortest version, “Peace!” 
ASL Sign: Peace. If your congregation is new to signing, show this video or have the worship leader model it before inviting the congregation to follow along; repeating this ASL symbol for “peace” during the Passing of the Peace is a simple, accessible way to add a non-verbal means of participation. Similarly, children or adults who find the ASL sign too complex could pass the peace by making the universal “peace” sign. These options avoid physical contact, making them less risky for congregants, and honour and include worshippers who are immunocompromised, deaf/hearing impaired, neurodivergent, introverted, or non-verbal.   
Gathering Hymn
MV 11 “Come, Come Emmanuel” or MV 26 “Your Love Is Amazing (Hallelujah)” or VU 333 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” or VU 8 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

Prayer of Approach
O Lord of our hearts, 
you are coming
to share in the conflict, turmoil, and terror of our world.
O Lord of our minds,
as we prepare for your arrival,
still our anxiety and fear
for you come to do God’s will.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Hebrews 10:7, 10] 

O Holy one of hope, peace, and joy,
Shepherd us in the strength of your love.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Micah 5:4–5] 

Ready us to receive your love and to be love in the world.
Amen.

Musical Call to Confession: VU34 “Come Now, O God of Peace”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  This hymn can be adapted each week of Advent to suit the theme of the service. For Advent 4C, the lyric becomes “Come now, O God of love, we are your people …”. If a longer musical response is desired, the worship leader could add a verse each Sunday so that by Advent 4, the hymn has four verses: “God of hope”, “God of peace”, “God of joy,” and “God of love.” ] 


Prayer of Confession
Loving God, in your forgiving love we confess that even with the best of intentions, we are not yet your beloved community. Inequity abounds. While some have more than they need, too many lack proper food, safe shelter, clean water, and reliable health care. Fear of difference deepens divisions. When we value the White, able body/mind over all others, remind us, O God, that you came to us a weak and dependent infant of colour, and that your risen body carries the wounds of death. Humble us, O God, and shine your face on us that we may be healing love in a heartbreaking world. 

Words of Assurance
In God’s forgiving love, we are redeemed. May we love others as God loves us. Amen.

Children’s Story
Pippin the Christmas Pig by Jean Little (North Winds Press, 2003). Jean Little was legally blind from birth; many of her works feature disabled characters. 

[bookmark: _Hlk177636848]Christmas Day in the Morning by Pearl S. Buck (HarperCollins 2002). A young boy surprises his father on Christmas Day by getting up before anyone in the family is awake and milking the cows on their farm.

Children’s Hymn
MV 31 “Pure Love” 
This simple chant could be sung as call and response either between the children and the congregation or two groups in the congregation or between worship leader and congregation. The words and tune can be learned without the hymn book. You can find hymns in ASL on the United Church YouTube channel.

or MV 158 “Dream a Dream”

Children of all ages are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for the service, or to participate in our preschool or Sunday School programs. If your child would benefit from an older child or an adult helper to participate more fully in these programs, please talk to your teacher.

God Speaks Through the Word
Musical Invitation to the Word
MV97 “Listen, God is Calling”[footnoteRef:6] or “Como Creer en Dios, a Chant for Advent 4”[footnoteRef:7] [6: Substitute “love” for “joy” in the original hymn.]  [7: Words and music by Néstor Medina. Score available on the Advent Unwrapped webpage.] 


Scripture
Micah 5:2–5a 
Out of Bethlehem in Judea will come a leader. 

Luke 1:47–55 
Mary sings, “My soul gives glory to my God” 
[In place of this reading, the congregation could sing VU 899 or read the passage responsively as at VU 898 or it could be performed as a dramatic reading, with the addition of ASL.]

or Psalm 80:1–7 (VU pp. 794–795 Part One) 
Shepherd of Israel, hear us. 

Hebrews 10:5–10 
Made holy through the sacrifice of Jesus’ body.

Luke 1:39–45, (46–55) 
Mary visits Elizabeth.

Sermon Seed
An echo of Hannah’s poem (1 Samuel 2:1–10), Mary’s dangerous (and sometime outlawed) song of praise and protest focuses on reversals. Not only does God love and uplift the lowly, but God brings down and scatters the mighty. A sermon on Luke 1:39–45 (46–55) could reflect on the ways the materiality of the imperfect, human reproductive body makes possible Emmanuel, God-with-us. Remarkably, God chooses two obscure and otherwise powerless women to enter into human history. As low-caste women in a patriarchal society, Elizabeth and Mary were effectively disabled as leaders, yet made in the image of God, they reflect and give bodily form to God’s fullness in diversity. Moreover, their scandalous bodies reveal that God is always at work in our lives, illuminating powerful ways of love over against the limitations of puny human politics.

Sermon Seed
Love—the Eagle[footnoteRef:8] [8:  From the Rev. Nancy Best, drawn from traditional Indigenous wisdom teachings. ] 

Love must be unconditional. The eagle represents love because of its unique relationship with the creator; only the eagle has the ability and strength to fly higher than any other animal, therefore placing it closer to the creator than all others.

Eagles are loving parents and teachers to their offspring, protecting and guiding them. An eagle’s feather represents the creator’s love for us and our need for greater understanding of ourselves and each other.

Many Indigenous communities hold the eagle feather close to their heart and consider receiving an eagle feather to be the greatest gift.

We Respond to God

Responsive Hymn
MV 47 “Born in Human Likeness” (try singing it as a round and leave the last chord unresolved)

Invitation to Offering
As the animals gave their gifts of warmth and food to the child born in a stable, let us now offer what we can in love for all our neighbours.

Offertory Prayer
We depend on you, O God, and whether we give or receive, help us to share in your bounty with glad hearts. May these gifts help to make space for the grace of love in the world. Amen.
Offertory Response
VU 55 “In the Bleak Midwinter” (vs 4 only)  

Prayers of the People 
(based on Luke 1:46-55) [footnoteRef:9] [9:  By the Rev. Daniel Hayward UE] 

God, gentle and mighty,
Mary sang about you,  
“he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.”
God, disabled people are subjected to ableism, 
to prejudice that defines us as abnormal, 
that focuses on what we can’t do and what parts or processes don’t work, 
that classifies our lives as being without value, 
that treats us as objects rather than human beings, 
that pervades our culture so thoroughly that it seems common sense to most people.

Bring ableism down from the throne where it sits. 
Scatter its arrogance and condescension. 
Lift up the lowly from where ableism has kept us. 
Fill us with good things: the knowledge that we are created in your image and that we are welcomed into the radical hospitality of Jesus, the Son of the Most High, who calls us beloved and blessed. Amen.

God Sends Us
Blessing
May you go forth
to carry God’s love, as Mary did.
A love that is radical, powerful, and life-affirming;
a love that honours the unique and different ways each of us bear God’s image.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  By the Rev. Dan Hayward, UE] 


OR

Choral Amen
“As We Leave” by Lisa Waites 
As we wait, we trust your Word.
Seal in us the hope we've heard!
We’ll live for peace, seek joy, this day;
In your love, we’ll grow and pray.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Music and lyrics by Lisa Waites. The music for this choral amen has been provided on the Advent Unwrapped webpage, and permission is hereby granted for non-commercial use in UCC settings (live worship and recorded/streamed digital worship) using the “Advent lyrics” during the Sundays of Advent 1C through 4C, and the “Christmas Eve lyrics” on December 24th. Please do report each use of this service music to OneLicense. To continue ethically accessing this music after Christmas Eve 2024, please email lisa.waites1@gmail.com 
] 



Visual Worship Ideas
Add symbols of love to the worship space, such as silk red/pink roses, especially if you choose “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”. 

Additional Resources for Advent 4
“A Blessing for After” (based on Luke 1:38, from Mary's perspective) in Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons by Jan Richardson (Orlando, FL: Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015), 51–52.

“Love Came Down at Christmas” by Heather Pencavel, in Shine On, Star of Bethlehem: A Worship Resource Compiled for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, by Geoffrey Duncan, ed., 3rd ed (Norwich, UK: Canterbury Press, 2004), 102–103.
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