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Order of Worship Advent 2C
Making Space for the Grace of Peace
[bookmark: _Hlk176962073]
God Gathers Us 
Welcome to Worship
One: (once, facing congregation): Jesus, we welcome you here.
Many: (signing or speaking and physically turning bodies or heads: once to the left, once to the front, once to the right): Welcome, Jesus! (x3) 
[Alternate, especially if you are not using ASL: Welcome Prince of Peace!]

ASL for “Welcome”
ASL for “Jesus”
We have intentionally prioritized physical gestures as a congregational welcome as one way to disrupt the usual “words of welcome” and to encourage the participation of people who are non-verbal, living with neurological injuries, or those who may find listening to a large volume of words (or being asked to speak words aloud responsively) difficult.
Land Acknowledgement 

Life and Work of the Church 

Responsive Advent Wreath-Lighting
A: As we light the candles of hope and peace today,
B: We make space for the grace of peace (Light both candles).
A: Abiding in God’s abundant grace,
B: We acknowledge the obstacles we face and sometimes create. Even so,
Many: Let us prepare the way of the Lord.

Advent Candle-Lighting Hymn
“As We Light This Candle” © Lisa Waites, 2024 

[bookmark: _Hlk178687184]Passing the Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you all! And also with you. Please rise in body or spirit; you are invited to share the peace of Christ with those nearest to you, using a word, sign, or gesture of peace as we prepare to sing our opening hymn together. 
[bookmark: _Hlk176963290]
The musical accompanist could quietly play a verse or two of the opening hymn while the people are Passing the Peace, thereby helping the congregation to become familiar with the melody and rhythms before singing aloud.

Opening Hymn
VU 18 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”
This hymn closely reflects the themes of the gospel text (Luke 3:1–6) and is a traditional Advent hymn. It contains lyrics that unintentionally reinforce ableist norms, such as assuming that the “crooked places” need to be “straightened” in verses one and four. The lyricist, James Milligan, also assumes in verse two that the worshippers are all able to “get thee up to the heights and sing!” As a physically disabled person, that lyric excludes me from the community of Zion (and presumably the good tidings given to them). One of the sermon starters for Advent 2C will deal with the ableism of this hymn text and the Scriptural themes from Luke 3:4b–6 that the hymn reflects.
Prayer of Approach
(Unison, based on Malachi 3:1–4, Luke 1:72–79b, Philippians 1:6,10–11, Luke 3:4b–6) 

Merciful God, you remember the covenant you made with our ancestors. You have promised to keep us on the path of peace, according to your deep compassion for us. You have sent us many messengers to prepare the way of the Lord, giving us the wisdom to discern what will truly matter when Christ returns, and what won’t matter at all. Spirit, lead us now, and teach us throughout this Advent season, guiding us as we journey forward in faith. Amen.
This prayer of approach invites God to help us “journey forward” in faith, rather than using the ableist assumption that worshippers could “walk forward in faith.”  
[bookmark: _Hlk177031243]Musical Call to Confession
VU 34 “Come Now, O God of Peace”

Prayer of Confession (Responsive)
One: Merciful God, you offer us unending comfort and perfect peace, through Jesus Christ. 
Many: We confess that we have turned away from your unlimited grace, choosing instead to try to carry the weight of the world on our own frail shoulders. 
One: You offer us confidence and compassion, but we have chosen worry, nurturing fear over faith, and now we feel overwhelmed by our circumstances. 
Many: We are sorry, God. Please forgive us! Renew our minds as we embrace your peace. 
One: We now pause to prayerfully search our hearts, sharing with you those thoughts, words, and actions that we so deeply regret and no longer wish to carry … (pause for silent confession).

Words of Assurance
Siblings in Christ, receive this good news; in Jesus Christ, our peace is restored—peace with God, peace with one other, and peace in our own souls! As Luke 1:77–79 tells us, salvation is freely given to us by our compassionate God. Our failures, faults, and frailties are forgiven. The Prince of Peace eternally absorbs our human limitations and treats our finite vulnerabilities with infinite tenderness and grace. Thanks be to God, Amen! 
[bookmark: _Hlk176963697]
Children’s Hymn
“God, We Pray for Peace” © Lisa Waites, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk177568918]God Speaks Through the Word

Musical Invitation to the Word
MV97 “Listen, God is Calling”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  You could seek permission from the copyright holder to adapt one word of the song lyrics to match each of the four Advent themes. On Advent 2C, substitute “peace” instead of singing “joy” for the last word. This is a traditional Tanzanian song; freedom to experiment with the harmonies has already been granted, but it would still be most appropriate and ethical to contact the translator (Howard S. Olsen) before making lyrical changes.  ] 


Scriptures
Malachi 3:1–4
Luke 1:68–79
Philippians 1:3–11
Luke 3:1–6

Sample Sermon Titles 
“Jesus, Our Living Laundry Detergent” (Malachi 3:1–4) 
“Darkness, Death, Destruction & God’s Path of Peace” (Luke 1:68–79)
“Figuring Out What Really Matters (and What Doesn’t Matter at All)” (Philippians 1:3–11)
“Making Straight the Crooked? Preparing the Way of the Lord” (Luke 3:1–6) 

[bookmark: _Hlk176963022]We Respond to God

Responsive Hymn
VU 310 “God, Who Touches Earth with Beauty” (Sermon Topic 1)
MV 213 “Take Up His Song”[footnoteRef:2] (Sermon Topic 2) [2:  Use “peace” for verse 1, “faith” for verse 2, and “peace” again for verse 3. ] 

VU 614 “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” (Sermon Topic 3)
MV 162 “Christ, Within Us Hidden” (Sermon Topic 4) 

Pastoral Prayer (Responsive)/The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
One: Siblings in Christ, let us bring our concerns for the world, the global and local church, our families, and ourselves before the Faithful One, who is compassionate and gracious. When I say the phrase: “Make space for grace … O God” please respond with “as we pray together for peace.” (repeat call and response with congregation as needed to practice). Let us pray: 

One: Prince of Peace, our world desperately needs to encounter the good news of your gospel.[footnoteRef:3] Help us to “prepare the way of the Lord!” We pray boldly for the planet and all her peoples, asking for your peace to spread throughout creation like a virulent outbreak of contentment, infecting all peoples and places with the peace of Emmanuel, God-with-us! Cleanse humanity of our old hatreds and contemporary prejudices; remove our thirst for violence and our hunger for that which can never truly satisfy. Make space for grace in your world, O God, as we pray together for peace.   [3:  The word “encounter” is a substitute for “hear,” which is ableist and may cause worshippers who are hearing impaired or deaf to feel excluded. ] 


One: Prince of Peace, your global church also needs to encounter the good news of your gospel. Help us to “prepare the way of the Lord!” more faithfully. We pray boldly for your “capital-C Church,” the Body of Christ, asking for your peace to spread throughout every denomination and every congregation, until the peaceful presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us, erases our disdain and overcomes our animosities. Cleanse your Church of old hatreds and contemporary prejudices; remove our thirst for prideful certainties and our hunger for harsh judgments. Make space for grace in your Church, O God, as we pray together for peace. 

One: Prince of Peace, our own community of faith, [NAME] United Church desperately needs to encounter the good news of your gospel. Help us to “prepare the way of the Lord” more faithfully! We pray boldly for this congregation, asking for your peace to saturate our hearts, until the presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us, erases our fears and overcomes our resentments. Cleanse [NAME] United Church of our historic ignorance and the contemporary prejudices that hinder peace; bind us together in the hospitality of your love. Make space for grace in this church, O God, as we pray together for peace. 

One: Prince of Peace, our families need to be changed by the good news of your gospel. Help us to “prepare the way of the Lord” more faithfully! We pray boldly for our families, naming our relatives and our chosen family and friends’ names aloud, or sharing them in the silence of our hearts (pause); spread your peace until the presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us, gives them true rest. Cleanse our families of the old hatreds, hurts, and hang-ups that have hindered peace; heal our generational harms and remove the contemporary prejudices that lead to further suffering. Make space for grace in our families, O God, as we pray together for peace. 

One: Prince of Peace, we ourselves are in desperate need of your gospel good news. Help us to prepare for, and to accept “the way of the Lord!” We are not used to praying boldly on our own behalf, but we now ask for your peace. Saturate our souls, flood our hearts with the peaceful presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Cleanse us of old hatreds and contemporary prejudices; remove our unconscious ableism and release us from our endless rumination over our flaws, frailties, and failures. Make space for grace in our own lives, O God, as we pray together for peace. 

One: Prince of Peace, we gather up our concerns before you now, using the prayer that Jesus taught his followers, saying together: Our Father/Mother[footnoteRef:4] … [4:  Use whichever spoken version of the Lord’s Prayer your community of faith prefers, or try a musical rendition of the prayer. Eric Wyse’s musical arrangement is available on YouTube. ] 


Invitation to the Offering
We all have gifts to give. Gifts of time, talent, or financial resources are offered and received with gratitude. As you prepare to present your offering for today, remember this: We do not give so that God will love us. We give because God loves us. Let us present our offering...[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Thanks to the Rev. Sue Ivany, who wrote the Advent 2C invitation to the offering. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk177040124]Offertory Response
VU 55 “In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 4 only)  

Offertory Prayer (Unison) 
Generous God, with grateful hearts, we dedicate these gifts. May they be a blessing to many and a sign that the life and work of your church is ongoing. Multiply these gifts as we love and serve others, we pray, and help us to follow the peaceful example of Jesus, whose birth we eagerly await. Amen.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Offertory Prayer adapted by Lisa Waites from Rev. Sue Ivany’s collection of Advent prayers. Used with permission of the author.  ] 


God Sends Us
Sending Hymn
VU 599 “Living Christ, Bring Us Love”  

Commissioning and Benediction

[bookmark: _Hlk177039825]Choral Amen
“As We Leave” by Lisa Waites

Questions for Further Reflection
1. The lectionary readings invite us to “prepare the way of the Lord” this week. Take a few moments to prayerfully and honestly assess your life and faith; consider which parts seem ready for an encounter with Jesus. In which parts of your life and faith do you think you are unprepared for Jesus? As you reflect on these questions, what feelings surfaced for you? Was your first impulse a desire to hide the “broken” or “vulnerable” parts of yourself from God? Why or why not? Did you experience any feelings of shame or guilt? Did you feel overwhelmed or spiritually scattered? Smug? Self-satisfied? Where do you think these feelings have arisen from? Do they reflect a theology about God that “makes space for grace,” or are you carrying a punitive, judgmental concept of God? Are you willing to consider changing your understanding of God’s love for you? Why or why not? 

2. Malachi 3:1–4 describes God as a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap: this Advent season, what aspects of your life, character, schedule, or possessions are you willing to fully entrust to God’s faithful care and keeping, knowing that God may choose to simplify or eliminate that which is not truly needed in your life? What might you ask the Holy Spirit to purify in your heart and mind, your body and soul?

3. How might you participate in “preparing the way of the Lord” in the world this week? In your local, national, or global church? Among your family members and friends? 

Additional Worship Resources for Advent 2C

Liturgical Poetry
“Roadbuilding” by Heather Pencavel (Advent 2C, Luke 3:1-6) in Geoffrey Duncan, Shine On, Star of Bethlehem: A Worship Resource for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, 3rd ed (Norwich, UK: Canterbury Press, 2004), 10-11. Permission has been given by Canterbury Press for you to reprint this poem for non-commercial worship use during Advent 2024. 

“Prepare” (Advent 2C, Luke 3:4) in Jan Richardson, Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons (Orlando, FL: Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015), 43–44.

“The Messenger” (Advent 2C, Malachi 3:1–4) in Michael Coffey, Mystery without Rhyme or Reason: Poetic Reflections on the Revised Common Lectionary (Eugene, OR: Resource Publications, 2015), 121.

“I No Longer Pray for Peace” (Advent 2C, Peace) in Ann Weems, From Advent’s Alleluia to Easter’s Morning Light: Poetry for Worship, Study, and Devotion (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), 72. 

A Responsive Reading[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Reading by Amanda Udis-Kessler, 2024 (amanda@amandaudiskessler.com)
] 

Come, Peace, to an Unpeaceful World: A Responsive Reading for Advent 2

One: Come, peace, to an unpeaceful world!
Many: Come, peace, to our troubled spirits.
One: Come, peace, to our stressed-out bodies.
Many: Come, peace, to our frantic minds.
One: Come, peace, to our ruptured relationships.
Many: Come, peace, to our struggling social institutions.
One: Come, peace, so we can find the goodness in stillness.
Many: Come, peace, so we can learn patience.
One: Come, peace, so we can make the space to grieve our pain.
Many: Come, peace, so we can respond to injustice with fierce compassionate action.
One: Come, peace, and help us accept ourselves as we are in weakness and strength.
Many: Come, peace, and help us prepare a path for love. 
One: Come, peace, and show us a new way, a new possibility, a new realm of goodness.
Many: Come, peace, into our hearts and minds and spirits, that we may bless the world with our peacemaking. Amen.

Visual Worship Ideas
Malachi 3:1–4 
· Propane fire pit, candles, or lantern with a wick, box of matches (Refiner’s fire)
· Silver candelabra, silver polish and a rag (God cleans us the same way that silver polish makes precious metals gleam). Jewelry cleaner and dirty jewelry could work well, too.  

Luke 1:68–79 
· Paving stones or a play rug with streets and buildings printed on it to talk about how “preparing the way of the Lord” can sometimes involve construction or renovation projects, like workers getting a road ready, and how God wants us to be ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus, so we may need some construction or renovation of our hearts.   
· Photos of infants; compare our excitement when waiting for a new baby to arrive with the anticipation of Christ’s birth during Advent. Icons/paintings of the baby Jesus. 

Philippians 1:3–11 
· Handcuffs/length of chain (imprisonment)
· Letters, open Bible, prayer journal 
· Garden tools/vegetables (relate physical harvest to the “harvest of righteousness” each follower of Jesus is producing).
· A pitcher full of water and a bowl with a tray beneath it; keep pouring into the bowl until it overflows, splashing onto the tray, and talk about how God’s love can fill our hearts until they overflow, more and more, like a gushing river of love that washes in and through us, and then gets poured out of us, for the benefit of others. 
· Possible song: “Magic Penny.” Here’s a version of the song with a lyric video on YouTube, cover version by Lindsay Müller (song composed by Malvina Reynolds). 

Luke 3:1–6
· Baptismal font/bowl with water
· Large map draped over a table (In verse 3, John traveled throughout the region around the Jordan)
· Shovel, pick ax, large rocks, pile of kinetic sand on a tray or platter (construction materials) with Tonka toy bulldozers, dump trucks, graders, etc. The Children’s Time could be used to drive the vehicles in the sand with the children present, loading up and removing a “mountain” of gravel together, filling in a “valley” in the road through teamwork, etc., while talking about what God wants to remove from our lives (see the list of “isms” in the Sermon Sparks for Advent 2C, Topic 4) and how God wants us to build up peace (shalom, wholeness) instead, based on the love and the gracious hospitality of Jesus, who welcomes everyone. How can we be welcoming of one another? How can we show “daring justice,” to our friends and families, but also to strangers, the way John the Baptist did?  
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